DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             SEPTEMBER  23, 2026    5:00 P M
The Dillon County Council held a Regular Meeting on September 23, 2026 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Brad Coward, Stevie Grice and Kenny Cook Jr. Detrice Dawkins was present by phone. Also present was John Dubose, Attorney, Tim Harper, County Administrator, Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald.

The following were notified of the meeting and was provided an agenda by email: TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward<bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org Christy Overstreet <coverstreet@dilloncountysc.org> Calvin Pompey <preventionspecialist@dilloncountysc.org>,Jody Barr <Jody.Barr@qcnews.com>
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Dennis Townsend called the meeting to order and presided over the meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Dennis Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Councilman Robbie Coward made a motion to approve the agenda. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – AUGUST 26, 2026                                                                             A motion was made  by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve the Minutes for August 26, 2026. He was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.
ORDINANCE
ORDINANCE NO. 26-12 - FIRST READING – BY TITLE ONLY			                                            An Ordinance by Dillon County Council changing the Zoning Map Classification from (RU) Rural to (RS-2) single and Two Family Residential to ensure mobile homes can be placed on lot.

Tax Map No:		117-00-00-020                                                                                          Property Owner(s): 	John E. Lee                                                                                                  Proposed Location: 	West Canal Road, Sellers SC 29592
Total Acreage: 	92.90 being divided into 16 lots

A motion was made by Brad Coward to approve Ordinance No. 26-12 First Reading – By Title Only. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.

RESOLUTION
RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD AND SEPTEMBER 2026 AS NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH
The Resolution was read by Dennis Townsend and photos were taken after the approval.
A motion was made by Dennis Townsend to approve the Resolution recognizing and honoring the members of the South Carolina State Guard and September 2026 as National Preparedness Month. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.
COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                           
Dillon Church of God requested donations for their Golf Classic 2026 Golf Tournament.                                                                                                                                 
Kenny Cook Jr., Dennis Townsend, James Washington and Stevie Grice donated $100.00 each.                                                                                                                                                                                                Robbie Coward and Brad Coward gave personal donations of $100.00 each.
Johnnie Daniels requested donations for Help For Veterans, Inc. Kenny Cook Jr., Dennis Townsend, James Washington and Stevie Grice donated $100.00 each. Brad Coward and                                                                Robbie Coward donated $100.00 each as Personal Donations.

A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF USE OF DILLON STATION 5 FIRE DEPARTMENT                                   Name:   Justin Inman             Event:    Movie Night                                                                                         Date:     October 17, 2026	  Time:     6:00 PM – 8:00 PM                                                                 
Chairman Dennis Townsend stated that he asked that Tim Harper, Administrator to bring back recommendations before they voted on the use of Station 5 Fire Department. Tim said that he drew up an application to be considered for future use. He recommended for Mr. Inman’s request is that they use the same process that is used for the Gordon Park Facility and use the same form but also pay a $200.00 deposit, have a fireman to volunteer to stay the entire time of the event or  pay a fireman to stay with them the entire time of the event. 
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve of Use of Dillon Station 5 Fire Department to Justin Inman according to the recommendations stated by Tim. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. Robbie Coward, Kenny Cook Jr., Brad Coward and Detrice Dawkins were all in favor. Dennis Townsend, James Washington and Stevie Grice were all opposed.

Tim Harpers stated that items 10 and 11 on the agenda, could be consolidated.    
                                                                   
DIANE HALL, TRINITY BEHAVIORAL CARE – OPIOD FUNDS  & TRINITY BEHAVIORAL CARE REQUEST FOR SCORF FUNDING – MAN TO MAN REQUEST FOR SCORF FUNDING

TRINITY BEHAVIORAL CARE REQUEST FOR SCORF FUNDING
Tim Harper spoke before Ms. Diane Hall, stating that they were given a proposal and there were some funds left in the opioid that had to be designated out before the end of the year. There were two requests which was from Trinity and if that request is approved there would still be about $52,000.00 left and Ms. Hall would present on behalf of her request.
Diane Hall, Trinity Behavior Care – Opioid Funds: Ms. Hall spoke to County council on behalf of SCORF Funding. She spoke on how to reach people who are struggling with opiates but not being successful in connecting to treatments. She said that they could provide treatment in their office by counselors and medical services but the problem is connecting people who don’t have or know how to navigate services so she requested to have a support outreach worker to go out into the community to reengage with individuals who may have had challenges that prevented them from entering int treatment. She said the outreach worker will connect and reconnect the opiate treatment services and any other appropriate services. Ms. Hall on behalf of Trinity Behavioral Care requested $67,987.00. She thanked council for the opportunity to explain why they needed and requested the funds. Tim confirmed with Ms. Hall that the paperwork would need to be submitted before October 16th. Ms. Hall said that she didn’t include the media piece but asked to utilize the remaining $55,000.00 for training, advertising and other things which would be around $49,803.00. Councilman Robbie Coward said that he spoke with Ms. Hall earlier that day and had a good conversation but that he asked for a detailed report of the money collected and how the money that was spent be sent to Druscilla Blakely but the report from her was never received but he would love to see it before she is given everything because she and county council as well, all need to be held accountable. He stated that Ms. Hall also told him that there was some more money totaling $569,000.00 in another account not the money that they were discussing at that time. 

After a brief discussion, Stevie Grice made a motion suggesting that they table that item and come back later for a workshop to discuss the information from Ms. Diane Hall and then make a decision at the next meeting before October 16th.  He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor. 
 
MAN TO MAN REQUEST FOR SCORF FUNDING
Dion Campbell, Program Director for Man to Man Fatherhood Agency was accompanied by Jamal Campbell, Executive Board Chair, Roanell Hough and Sterling Lee, who are both Intervention Specialist. He gave a brief history stating that they started in 2000 and going on twenty-seven years now and counting serving families and fathers throughout the Pee Dee area and helping to provide them with the means and resources to become dads and be in their children’s lives. They started in Dillon County in 2014 at the Dillon County Library which is where they held their weekly sessions. In 2024 they were able open their own office located at 206 East Roosevelt Street in Dillon with the help of Representative Jackie Hayes. Then Sterling Lee spoke and began by saying that starting in October 2026 to May 2026 that he and Dr. Roanell Hough have been going to the Detention Center at least twice a week and served 126 men and 79 of them came to their office when they were released for some type of resource or to continue the group session which includes becoming a better man, employment, decision making, family relations, connecting them back to their children or families and other things. He said that they have helped so many men and women for free and now they are asking council to give them the resources to continue to help. He concluded by asking council to help them give those men and women a second chance. Councilman Kenny Cook Jr. asked Mr. Lee for a breakdown list of how the money would be spent. Mr. Lee sated that a breakdown was included in the proposal that was given to them. 

A motion was made by Stevie Grice that they received the information and will discuss the request from Man to Man and make their decision at a later date. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor. 
                    
TAX ACCOMODATION FUNDS – APPROVAL OF FUNDING FOR 2026-2027                A motion was made by Robbie Coward (out of the $52,000.00 advertising funds) that the Chamber pay Ace-Hi Advertising $4800.00 for advertisement for the county, $1000.00 for the replacement of the sign and approve the Tax Accommodations Funding for 2026–2027. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor except Detrice Dawkins who abstained from.

APPROVAL OF 2026-2027 GO BOND EQUIPMENT BIDS                                                       Tim Harper read the list of GO Bond Equipment Bids. The approved bids are as Follows: 

Landfill: Trailer - Mac Waste Trailer						$103,000.00
Roads & Bridges: Bat Wing Mower from Dillon Tractor and Implement	$22, 462.92
Convenience Site: Compactor from Wastequip (Total for 2)			$58,000.00
Landfill: Excavator from National Equipment Dealer			$219,221.42
Roads & Bridges: Dump Truck – Florence Truck Center			$212,992.00
Station 9: Brush Truck – Santee Automotive	Ford F250 XL Regular Cab 	$47,447.00
Station 9: Wally’s Fire & Safety Skid Unit 					$22, 309.00
Fire Engine Station 4: US Fire						$610,823.00
IT Vehicle: Ford of Spartanburg – Fors Escape				$28,997.00
A motion was made by Robbie Coward for the Approval of  the 2026-2027 GO Bond Equipment Bids. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.

APPROVAL OF PEST CONTROL BIDS                                                                                  A motion was made by Brad Coward to approve  Rocket Pest Control for the Approval of Pest Control Bids which is $2,111.00 per month for all of the county buildings. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.

APPROVAL OF MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) BETWEEN THE DILLON COUNTY GOVERNMENT BUILDING AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS DIVISIONS OF YOUNG OFFENDER PAROLE AND REENTRY SERVICES
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) Between The Dillon County Government Building and the South Carolina Department of Corrections Division of Young Offender Parole and Reentry Services with a slight contract change, which is now on a two-year basis moving forward instead of three years. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.

COMMTTEE APPOINTMENTS                                                                                                   There were no Committee Appointments.
Kenny Cook Jr. made a motion to go into Executive Session. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Legal Briefing
Brad Coward made a motion to come out of Executive Session. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.
THERE WAS NO ACTION TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
ADJOURN                                                                                                                                                  Kenny Cook Jr made motion to adjourn. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.


______________________________________
Dennis Townsend, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved
                                   
